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question with monosyllables, and one should not point with the
index finger. It is better to use the words for the cardinal points
to indicate direction, but if one must point, it should be done
with the thumb, holding the rest of the hand closed.

The Balinese are constantly paying visits to one another, but
no one would dream of making a formal visit without bringing
along a gift of some sort: fruit, rice, eggs, or chickens, given
casually and received without a word of thanks. It is taken for
granted that the present is appreciated by the acceptance of it,
but if one wants to be over-polite, one says: " Tiang nunas, I
want it" or " I like it" (ideh in the common language). An
object is handed with the right hand while touching the elbow
with the left, and it is received with the same gesture.

The gift-problem became acute for us as we entered into a
competition with our friends and neighbours for more and more
valuable presents. Someone would arrive with a basket of eggs
or rice; we repaid the visit taking a cheap head-cloth. On the
next visit they came with piles of fruit and even live chickens, so
we had to rush to the market to buy a batik shirt or a bottle of
Javanese perfume. We generally ended by exchanging brocades,
krisses, and so forth for pieces of silk, flashlights, and fountain
pens. The Balinese are very much concerned with the price paid
for an object, and they always insisted on knowing what we paid
for a present, until we realized that it was a great mistake to re-
move the price tags. When we bought new glasses or new plates,
Dog, our house-boy, washed them carefully around the label so
as not to rub off the price.

It is necessary to be properly dressed to pay or to receive a visit.
The breasts of men and women should be covered by a special
breast-cloth, a saput for men and a selendang for women. People
in the house always dashed for their breast-cloth, usually an
ordinary foreign towel, when a special guest arrived. Immedi-
ately the visitor was provided with green coconuts to quench his
thirst, with cigarettes and betel-nut. Up-to-date Balinese like to
offer soda-pop, coffee and Chinese pastries* The chewing of